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Foreword 


Tins STUDY. presents brief digests, with some explanations, 
of the school library standards which were in elect at the begin- 
ming of 1954. Tt includes digests of echool library standards used 
10) by four regional associations which accredit secondary schools, 
amd (2) by State departments of education, Im addition, the 
ју contains a summary of recommendations employed for 
род libraries by some Stato departments of education, Te 
Presents, furthermore, а brief historical account of the develop- 
ent of standards for school libraries, 
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SCHOOL LÍBRARY STANDARDS, 


STANDARDS for school librarios are important instruments for 
checking the effectiveness of the library in the total school program. 
The recognized objectives of standards are the improvement af teaching 
аай learning in the school; but if standards are to serve this purposes 
hey must be subject to constant revision. The changes that have been 
jado in the standards of today reflect, for example, the findings of research 
їп such areas as child growth and development. 


Historical Development 


Present-day concepts of school library standards have evolved grad- 
ually since the beginning of the century. Idea about the requisites of a 
оой library program and how it ean be developed have undergone some 
щабен changes. The fest report on formulated standards prepared 
in the United States was adopted in 1918 by the Library Committee of the 
[North Central Association and by the Secondary School Department of the 
[National Education Association, The Library Committee wa organized 
їп 1915 and carried out two purposes. First, it investigated actual con- 
ditions їп high-school libraries throughout the United States through a 
чеде of surveys; and, second, it made these conditions known to school. 
пішінге іп order to secure their aid in bettering existing conditions. 
"The findings were reported at a national meeting of high-school principale, 
teachers, librarians, and State and city superintendents who discussed 
probleme relating to highschool librarios. А new concept of the status of 
the library in the school grew out of this meeting. The action of the 
organisations gave school administrators the frst national standards for 
igh-school library development. 

"The quantitative nature of these early standards is more understandable 
after a study of the status and general function of the school library at 
the beginning of the 20th century. Jesse Newlon had this to say of school 
libraries of that period: 

"There are few well-planned відь Ша inthe United States 
Sometimes thare ia large study hali for ну general jast ene um wh 
‘owedkroom oeonreione of ay Kod for ње Шау all татын 
department we Бате nd dente ао by whic to design. ‘These standarde 
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а the educational nerd of all onec ео ope 

А recent development for evaluating the school program is the series of 
Consensus Studies in the linis Secondary School Curriculum Program. 
Inventory A, B, C of the Consensus Study are concerned with the school 
library and are designed to be used by teachers, patrons, and pupils, 

"А Planning Guide for the High-School Library Program is another new 
publication for use in planning and evaluating library programs. Tr 
Similar to Section Y, "Library Services” of the Evaluative Criteria, but the 
guide is concerned with the evaluation of the library rather than being, 
section of a guido for the entire school. 


School Library Standards of Regional 
Accrediting Agencies 


Four of the six regional educational associations use standards in 
relation to their function of improving the quality of education within 
the area of their membership (Table II). The New England Association 
and the Wester Association до not accredit their member schools, The 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools has used the 
standards set up in the Fealuatee Criteria since 1940. Tbe North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools has made some changes in 
Standards daring the past decade. For example, а full-time librarian ia 
required for 500 pupils or more as contrasted with the previous 800 pupils 
fr over; Ше standard for books and periodicals is essentially the same 
execpt that the book stock and the quality of servic are measured by the 
Evaluative Criteria; a minimum amount of money has been included for 
Appropriation; room and equipment now refer to percentage of pupils 
accommodated; the phrase "conceived of аз а communications center” 
indicates the function of the library; and there is greater stress on. 
habit of reading and the joy of reading as well as “continuous and 
systematic use of the library by teachers” 

"Tho Northwest Association of Secondary and Higher Schools has also 

tandards. It, too, has increased the amount of training and. 
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‘the number of hours spent by the librarian in the рау; a greater number 
f books is required and more detailed directions regarding their lecti 
the minimum appropriation requirements bave been increased to $1.50 in 
contrast to a former 75 cents; "he central brary with adequate facil 
for needs of instruction in subjects taught i required" rather than "ample 
mam for recreational reading and study"; organization is required now 
though mot specified in 1942. 

“Тыс standarda for school libraries of the Southern Association of 
College and Secondary Schools have become an integral part of the 
accreditation program of the Association. Until 1951 the library stand- 
Ards were prepared as а separate section. Significant changes that have 
taken place аге: (1) the experience and training specified by each State 
inthe Association are used rather than the detailed schedule formerly 
quired; (2) broad terms are used to денеге number of hooks and per 
сі rather than the specie details previously included: (3) appropri- 
"tions include audio-visual materials and the phrase "library materiale 
find services in adequate amounts"; (4) fever quantitative details are 
included regarding rooms and equipment, but greater stet is placed on. 
qualitative factors; and (6) the organization standard is much the same 
hough there i greater stress on the responsibility of the librarian in 
sequáinting those served with the collection and te potential services and 
tures Planing with teachers for use of the library in the instructional 
program is also stressed. 


7 Secondary School Library Standards 
of the States 


Standards or recommendations for measuring she efficiency of the 
secondary school library have been established or are being planed in all 
s. ‘Though these 2 States reported "No stated oe written 
irements for elementary and 
secondary librarians. Thirty-nine of the States bave standards (stand- 
ande of 2 of these States are proposed ос tentative); 5 States use recom 
mendations (recommendations of 1 State are pending). Two States are 
planning or аге working on a statement of standards. Seven of the 
States that have standards are revising thelr standards. А summary of 
the standards for school libraries formulated by the 39 States has been 
compiled (Table Ш). 


Personnel 


"—— minima amount of brary train- 
tng are саћу part time în ее rae i 
minors in brary ines werk half time и melas edel ed 
"ly ise ceram wor fall tinea lg chon dite bn 
fans and бабка имање are provided Ш шон ft he chr 
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Pupil assistants are referred t0 im standards for Arizona, Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana! Montana, New Mesico, and West Virginia. The 
mount of training required usually depends upon the sizeof the school. 
A reevaluation of the needs of pupils in small schools vs, larger schools 
has prompted 8 States to require basie training for library personnel 
regardless of size of school. 

"The amount of training for teacher-librarians working less than half. 
time in the library range from 2 semester hours to 20 semester hours 
schools of fewer than 100 o 200 enrollment: for teacher librarians working 
half time the amount of training ranges from 6 semester hours to 24 
semester hours in schools of fewer than 100 to 800 enrollment. For full- 
time librarians the amount of taining ranges from В semester hours to 30 
semester hours in schools with enrollments of 200 to 499, and it ranges 
from 12 semester hours to 30 semester hours in schools with enrollments 
of 1,000 ое more, In Пенов the number of librarians depends upon the 

amber of teachers in the school, North Carolina requires additional 
Tbrarians in schools with more than 25 teachers. California, Florida, 
linis, North Carolina, and Washington make provisions for accrediting 
small schools where the employment of a librarian for each school ie not 
‘practical 


M. Books and Periodicals 


‘Minimum numerical requirements for books are specified in 24 States 
and of this number 17 States зо indicate descriptive or qualitative re- 
геш, Thirteon States use descriptive or qualitative requirements 
only. The requirements for books, periodicals, and newspapers vary, 
though à minimum of 500 books is required by 11 States, Atleast 5 books 
per pupil are required by 12 States. As many as 10 books per pupil іш 
свой of designated enrollment are specified in 7 States 

"Twelve States have descriptive statements, Examples of deseriptive 
or qualitative requirements for books aro: "Adequate number of books, 
referenco material, magazines and newspapers": "Supply needs for refer. 
fence, research, cultural and inspirational reading”; and "АП resource 
materials other than textbooks, including a wide variety of recreational 
material selcted cooperatively by principals, teachers, and pupils under. 
[guidance of librarian.” Books are selected to provide both enriched cure 
euler and recreational reading. Standard lists are specified а the source 
for book selection in 9 States. Distribution of hook purchase by wing 
recommended percentages for subjects is included by Colorado, North 
Dakota, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. Towa, Oklahoma, and South 
Dakota specify that books be purchased for the courses given in each 
school. Twenty-three States mention reference books, 

А systematic acquisition of encyclopedias is required in California, 
Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, Provision is made 
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for the purchase of magazines in 33 States and newspapers in 27 States. 
Indiana amd Pennsylvania recommend 12-moiith subscriptions. for 
periodicals indexed in the Readers" Guide to Periodical Literature. 

Books for the teachers’ professional reading are required in Nebraska, 
sd Ohio, and recommended in Louisiana and Indiana. 


Appropriations 


‘The money appropriated under the standards is for library materiala, 
‘Toe librarian's salary is not included. In moet States the funde are for 
Books and periodicals, though а few States permit the purchase of supplies. 
Nineteen States require expenditures ranging from 50 сеш to $2.50 per 
pupil regardless of enrollment, and of these States 7 require additional 
funds for encyclopedias ог other materials. Twelve States require a per 
Pupil appropriation that ranges from 50 cents to $2.50, according to the 
size of the school. Initial outlay for basie collections ranging fram 3500 
t0 $2,500, according to the size of the school, i required in Kansas, 
Minimum appropriations for library materials range from 875 to 8500, 
Seven State specify $150 or less, while 13 States specify from $200 to $500, 
Detailed recommendations for expenditures according to pupil enrollment 
specified by 29 States, Nebraska requires “professional library main. 
ined with school budget," and Indiana recommends "Рая 
ibrary should come fom sourees other than the school ibrary badget” 


IV. Rooms and Equipment 


Мон ofthe States include a requirement regarding th ше ofthe 
rary room. Thee statements vary fom О ы а м the 
Stats to specifo percentage of ient or meng at ев 
Space foe 10 percent of the elm терлы па 
Minnesota (up to 100). Nov Mese North Cann, м 
Oli, Oregon, Тенева, South Слова, Тема ки 
Wyoming 60 pupil or len) require fom 10 там 
Тест но square fert por papi ie ра by Culto, Mini, 
ejns end Losana 

North Carolina ет that "ot more than 100 pupils be seated 
dn one reading rom, bt fr very lure scl a ít y qui 
тв Те” ұшына eccle "o coal bali аан 
ments exceeding 1,000, more Шап one reom sal па ШЫ: 
dria mis the si Се Шешу om toa main of 40 as 
D^ 

The ила "Centrali located” шей by Califor, ii, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Nebraska, North Carlin, ls nd Velit nt 
іші alone the more detailed statement "ite peti М 
playground, and musie nom? "Бау по је е а оре 
describing lotion or 12 Stan. "taie aman p mt At 
эзше. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS, 154 1 


Standard euipment ia required in 17 States, and detailed specifiontions 
aro included in California, Kentucky, Maryland, Minnesota, North Cater 
Tina and Oklahoma. Arizona ше A. 1, A. standarde for quarters and 
equipment. Now Jersey recommends A. 1- A. standards, 

А roam for Ше library program 1 generally accptcd. "There are, 
however, soveral statements worthy of note. Nebraska specibes "onc 
or more central libraries in each school system with ло bases 
în addition.” Kentucky and South Carolina көріне either a separats 
room or library hall Minsisippi recommends “that the Tirany 
Be uned instead of a study іші for student daring tee vacant periode 
North Dakota says "not to be used as study hall.” Wisconsin require 
«читаа librarios in each room, whieh may or may not be supplemented 
Ьу а central brary; while Minnesota requires “a му rooma in each 
on" Vignin й "а mparate тош" Minnesota sunderde 
тести consideration of workroom and storage space, conference 
Tooms, a listening area, а preview and demonstration room, and accom 
ойдан for audio-visual materials. Florida, Indiana, Maryland, aud 
North Carolina suggest à reading room, workroom, and storage space 
an minimum, with а eonlarnce room айв, ‘Twelve ber 
States include one or more rooms in addition tothe reading тош. 


V. Organization 


"The organization requirements seem to follow а more or lese uniform 
pattern, Twenty-seven of the States require that school libraries be 
cataloged. This technical proces is specifically limited in 3 States Кен 
‘Mexico, “catalog if trained librarian”; North Carolina, "cataloged in all 
Schools employing trained librarian half-time or more”; and Wisconsin, 
cataloged 6-12 grade.” Twenty States require shelf lists, 10 require 
scoession records, 22 require Dewey Decimal classification, 15 require 
Ioan systems, and 6 require inventories. Attendance records are required 
by Kentocky and Oklahoma, and pupil reading records by Florida and 
Wisconsin. 
‘Two States do not specify the exact type of organization, but use such 
statements з, Georgia, “It has an organized, working collegtion of hooks, 

erodicals pamphlets, йат pictures, maps, and many other audi 
materials suited to the needs and interests of pupils and teachere" 
‘Minnesota, “organized to facilitate maximum vae" 

Audio-visual materials are part of the library organization in some 
States. Typical statements follow: Florida includes "The library shall 
be a materials center, disseminating supplementary printed and audio. 
visual materials, and all materials of instruction eehool-owned, both 
printed and audio-visual, shall be centrally indexed and available for use 
by all teachers”; Indiana recommends "that these materials be adminis, 
tered by the library"; Kentucky suggests "the library be the center for 
audio-visual materials"; and. Minnesota says "The materials collection 
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shall consist of books, periodicals, information fle, ami sudios 
materiala, organized for ес 


a 


|. The Library in Relation to the Educational Pro- 
gram of the School 


The library makes an important contribution to the development of 
children in the educational program of the school. "The following state- 
ments are quoted ак examples of programs with which the school 
concerned 


rlansas Eoeonagement of pupile in the development fee kubit uf wading 
әгі enjoying books sod periodici of guod quality veal vae. Comins 
hd учню are of th Mary іу Seashore 

Calierin Proto an active өзі cive 


End ern. Soperrbes group rending and recie work of mer der 
КО Males мерене. Giver па reference aid. 
sro cry student ийиши. At а culo descen: Forde 
free cries wei cn ster a 


‘eating iere. Promoter сама soil «Дінді. р 
bis aod ail in ме wf materiala. Develops реа and we жей es 


Icom. Ваніна se af Mary vomere піна lori sod romani 
‘Problema. Sappliosecopational materiala and alates te comiti чый 
Сеш of them, Werke with hae studente amd wi кейир monas 

Georgia It паній that the аву proram sould be pled 
sein by principal teacher, students, end aa 

liis Schal library итуе ian integral part of the ски program. 
weiteres. The" ley ame than soo yt sks ttn elon, 
Т program nerve whe r 
Sek. Rerrontional rending pod йо te choc aprende 
peti аг velo zs wrk їп the vary cm po 
fom she developmental кесін of students, und lcs 
ты уе 


Ма develop se 
Заден Му pian 


Twenty-two State include speci 


ifie requirements for teaching the ше 
of the library. Eight States bas ыы 


requiro that teachers ute the library, Ten 
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States include references to hours the library is to be open. Tennessee 

s "The use of the library shall not bo limited to the scheduled periods.” 
Four States refer to the desirability of using the facilities of available 
libraries in State, city, оғ county to supplement the school library, but 
not as а te for Ше school library. South Carolina says "Tor 
purposes of accreditation of schools, the functioning of the library shall 
be given equal weight with the quantitative standards sst up in the pre- 
coding sections of these library standards.” 


Summary Statement of States That Use 
Recommendations 


Tho use of recommendations rather than requirements is а significant 
evelopment in the field of school library standards. Five Stator 
Alabama, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York 
‘use recommendations rather than requirements for secondary schools and. 
of this number all except one (Massachusetts) also use recommend 

for elementary schools. The recommendations af these 
influenced by or are actually the American Library Association stan 
found in "School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow.” 


States That Use Recommendations for Secondary 
Schools. 


Alabama uses standards of the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools and the А. I. A. standards, Alabama, however, is 
im the process of formulating detailed standards or suggestions for 
secondary libraries.” 

Connecticut has а printed booklet entitled "Elementary and Secondary 
School Libraries: Criteria for Service, Persannel, Rooms, Budget, aud 
Book Selection."* ‘The bulletin is used ви a guide for the establishment 
and maintenance of library programs in the elementary, junior, aud 
senior high schools. 

Massachusetts uses the following Proposed Regulations а recommenda- 

"Personnel, a full-time librarian in schools over 500 pupils; School 
Plant, adequate library with seating capacity of 10 percent up to 700 
Pupils, ani with a book budget of at least 5.30 per pupil per year 

Now Jersey uses the A. 1. A. standards for making recommendations, 

Now York bas no formally adopted standards for school libraries, but 
certain sections of the Education Law, the Commissioner's Regulations, 
the Regents’ Rules, and the practices of the State Education Department 
serve to а great extent to take the place of standards, The Certain 
Standards, 1910, were reprinted and weed in the State after their adaption 
by the A. La А, and the N, E A, One of the schoot library supervisors 
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States That Use Recommendations for Е 
Schools and Standards for Secondary сели ғу 


Six States: Minois, Michigan, Ohio, North Dakot 
әзі Теше we recommendations for thir inser бон Стойна, 


standards for secondary schools. Tho fallow, 

‘recommendations E 
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Хед Dakota recommends organizing slie school library and suggests that 
уеп Во booka fom the State Library Слави М2 "pe acd 
pora on selves he seme lien.” 

мее + * daly the elementary ell libra 
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"lere wil stil be а экей for many bola inthe аа Thoss hooks em I 
жатқалы mein ger E das. a ed edo 

‘South Conina-—* + * Ше Шешу in Ше elementry schol should be a 
sy, inviting workshop around which basie schol activities rere diat im 
Wold enrich sll the educational activities o the cha and fen і 
ise development of exch pupil, * З + Lemons in the we of the 
bear shoal be given covering ch tops a еар the bear, сме, 
есенен of tore ind bow t ans books, ав. а 
Sol te cod ete, 

Таене" * + itis deii that ко be а Бана or тена 
рейшн who sal have the sume фра and educati boreal at 
‘ber teacher,” isrocunmendel tbat Ве атаа have Бай teaching ыа 
ДЕЛ elementary The Haren ан ave я min 
ei brary sevice whi clues аа in dk 
lives. 
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Elementary School Library Standards 


"The regional accrediting agencies do not havo standards for elementary 
schools since they aro not concerned with accrediting them. Although 
tho accrediting associations are designed primarily to improve the 
educational programs in secondary schools and colleges, nevertheless 
their influence в also being felt in the elementary schools. 

Three times as many States have standards or recommendations for 
lemontary school librarios now as Вай them 10 years ао. The increased 
terest in elementary school libraries сап be attributed to developments. 
the philosophy and objectives of the school, research in child growth 
and development, changes in the curriculum, and changes in the concept. 
af the elementary school library. The Boeluatiw Criteria and the 
A. L. A. standards for school libraries are the two documents that soem 
to bave had the greatest influence in determining the type alid eategories 
of standards used Бу the various Stats. This is true of quantitative a8 
well ав qualitative standarde. 

"Thirty States have formulated elementary school library standards or 
recommended standards (Table ТУ). One State is revising ita standards, 
‘one State has proposed standards, and one State has tentative standards, 
In general, these are not as detailed as the secondary school library stand- 
ards. However, Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin have standards or recommendations for ele 
mentary schools that are the same or with a few variations the same as 
the secondary school library standards, Alabama, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Michigan, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, 
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and Tennessee nse recommendations rather tharm required standards. 
Arkansas uses a checklist аға guide to the study of the elementary school 
library and the statement "adequate library.” Georgia has a standard 
‘aly for appropriation for booka. Oklahoma has standards only for books 
and periodicals. 

"There are standards or recommendations regarding amount of training, 
amount of time spent in the library, and mumber of librarians and assist- 
ants required in the library, according to enrollment in 20 States 
These statements vary from detailed requirements by such States s 
California, Indiana, and Minnesota, to very general requirements in 
‘Arizona and Missouri. Twentystive States have standards ог recom- 
mendations regarding number of books in relation to enrollment. Sixteen 
States refer to standard or approved lists, while other States include 
qualitative statements, such a, "Materials should include books and 
Periodicals to mest needs of pupils, such as reference material research, 
Eultural and inspirational reading, vertical files on units tn be taught and 
pictorial materiale.” Twenty States require or recommend а central 
library with standard equipment. The amount of space i referred to in 
terme of largest cass аша and 10 percent of enrollment. California limits 
кемйр capacity to а minimum of 46 (largest clas, plus a few individual 
Students). Minnesota limits seating capacity to а maximum of 75 to 
100 pupile. Organization а required or recommended. Cataloging is 
recommended in several instances only if tained librarians are available. 
‘Appropriations range from 40 cents per pupil for books to 82 per pupil 
Virginia and Wisconsin specify amounts exclusive of State aid. Audio- 
visual side and cneyclopedias are usually purchased frum separate ac- 

Library lessons are part of the program in 19 States. 


Importance of Library Standards 


essed use of qualitative standard Бу both regional accrediting 
associations and State department ої education have made it posible: 
(ча evaluate a greater variety of library programs йо the elementary 
and sccandary schools; (2) to provide opportunities for professionally 
Trained supervisora o school libraries in State departments of education 
io eres their competencies în improving the library program in relativa, 
to the total school program: (3) to carry out te philosophy of education 
that gives more tban "lip sevice" to individual diferenwes and nenda f. 
‘ori and teachers; (4) 10 use the finding of research а child growth and 
evelopment foe example, importance of mesauring cach d's ova 
grovih and development; (5) to encourage creative library supervidon 
that теніз in helping the teacher to improve instruction Шелер ler 
waye of working with children; (6) о encourage the employment 
cater number of more adequicl oh io rima 
к more Мн rine Hains () to иди, 
improvement of the quality and increase the appropratenss of 
brary resources; and (1) to plan functional rary quare ose diga 
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with new materials during the curent, most extensive school-constraction 
program in our history. 

‘Quantitative standards continue to be important in requiring: (1) mini- 
mum number of semester hours of library sciene for teacher-librarians, 
(2) minimum size of basie collections of library materiale and minimum 
number of books per pupil: (3) minimum number of readers to be provided. 
for in the library as well as maximum number of readers in a given 
reading room; (4) minimum organization: and (5) minimum appropria. 
tion for books per pupil. These quantitative standards are portant 
insofar as they aid the school to improve the educational program for each 
individual child. 

То conclusion, it may be ssid that a study of present and proposed 
standards of school libraries indicates: (1) an almost unanimous adoption 
hy State departments of education of library standarde or recommenda- 
tions for secondary schools (2) a widespread extension of library standards 
‘or recommendations to the elementary school; (3) a trend toward recons 
mendations rather than required standards ia both secondary and cle. 
mentary schools; (4) a greater emphasis on tho functions and services of 
the library in contrast to the former emphasis on quantitative library 
requirements; (5) an inereasod awareness of special needs of cach indio 
vidual library within the program of the schools (6) a trend toward using 
the library as the communications or materials center of the school; (Т) a 
trend toward giving pupils an opportunity to assist in library administr 
tion and in the selection of materials; (8) a tendency to appoint faculty 
‘committees that share responsibility for policy-making and library іше. 
provement with the librarian and (9) administrators, librarians, teachers, 
and parents have a better knowledge of the contributions and the potential 
contributions of the library t» the over-all school program. 


Selected References 
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